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Do trophic dynamics differ in urban vs. ‘natural’ systems? Is
trophic structure controlled by ‘top-down’ (natural enemies) or
‘bottom-up’ (limiting nutrients) forces in these systems? To
address these questions, we have established long-term
arthropod monitoring experiments at two permanent LTER
study sites (President's House and Desert Botanical Gardens)
and one natural desert preserve (Usery Mountain Park) on
brittlebush plants. Brittlebush (Encelia farinosa) was selected
because it is a common native desert perennial that is often
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- s While trophic levels provide a good description of community organization,
I = soil they are not sufficient for defining community structure and function. It is
often useful to divide trophic levels into guilds, or groups of species species
exploiting similar resources in a similar manner. As guild membership is
based solely on resource use and does not include taxonomic restrictions, it
is especially useful when examining complex communities containing
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