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RESEARCH QUESTIONS
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\ 1 i 2 |*What is the role of local government, local elites, and planning and zoning laws in the production of environmental
inequalities? ﬁ *
*How does social stratification make environmental inequalities “unintentional, unavoidable, inexorable”? Hayden Arizona in 1956, just after it was sold by Kenneco Copp

Demonstrating against toxic waste disposers in their neighborhood. Arizona State Capitol, February 12, 2000.

The town is dominated by the smelter’s 1,000-ft high smokestack.

*What is the role of science and the scientific expert in the battles fought over environmental inequalities?

The record for this permit falls short of the required

demonstration to be protective...potential facility impacts on the *What is the history of the development of these inequalities in Central Arizona? Were the processes that led to

surrounding residential and commercial community were not : . 0

addressed. --Letter from Alton Washington, Deputy City them different in mal’ suburban and urban areas?

Manager to Jacqueline Schaefer, Director, Arizona Dept. of . . . Lo . . . - .
e ! 9

Fvirme Qe *What are the social bases for community collective action in fighting environmental inequalities? Which factors

lead to success or failure?

A controversia

I south Phoenix hazardous waste facility is among ' a resident here...this whole situation is political. Money

18 of Arizona’s 26 waste sites that have been operating under can be replaced, but their lives can’t. You can’t see these INITIAL FINDINGS
temporary permits for 20 years. The sites...have faced fewer emissions. They’re small, they’re minute. But you never know South Central Phoenix Hazardous Waste Disposal Facilities Controversy
safety and cleanup regulations and milder financial liability what they could do to a child. - - Robert Benjamin, neighborhood 1. Hazardous Waste Treatment, Storage and Disposal Facilities (TSDFs) are geographicall
SIS 0§ RO RO QLT v vt resident clustered in an area historically populated by African-American and Mexican-American
--Pat Kossan, Arizona Republic, Friday, Nov. 12, 1999 y : . 3
residents, who came to Phoenix to work in the cotton and sugar beet fields around the time of
World War I. These agricultural workers settled in segregated areas of Phoenix south of the o S S =
railroad tracks. The industrial area of South Central Phoenix has been home to nonwhite (et iy, it o e i, Sy tan 9 Ll vty el s
residents since the city was founded in 1887, and the racial concentration of minorities has fown.
| s changed little since then. Table 4 - Releases for ASARCO Hayden Plant
V@ gt & o . " . ) Toxis Release Inventory Facilty Reports for Hayden Smeler and Concentator
(o= 2. Preexisting social networks for political activism: Although the affected area is populated Ten-year Average 1988-1998: Pounds Per Year Released Into Environment
| @i @“\“‘"ﬂﬁﬁ"‘“"‘“‘"“m‘ mostly by Mexican-Americans, African-American protesters are equally active in fighting the Ghomleal PGy Al - Shackitle Wkt Land
Li s a0 TSDFs. (This could be due to preexisting organizational networks for activism in the Black Antimony Compounds 2034 ™ hd 544,201
"“wam . community dating back to civil rights struggles of the 1960s. These are largely absent in the Arsenic Compounds 8521 7002 hd 683,052
o viss Mexican-American community, and Mexican-American networks for activism center around Cadmium Compounds 679 972 4 29,004
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Innovative Waste Utilization, the first “temporary” hazardous e s : permanent permitting of TSDFs within city limits, seeing it as a “uniquely hazardous activity” Sulfuric Acid 1.861 76.823 ° 498
asgicliAolteonsnaedionaemna it petnit (’)ki Ao @;{Dﬁ,“:rg,’;si‘;‘m,‘1‘5“ that is an inappropriate land use. In contrast, the Arizona Department of Environmental Quality Zinc Compounds 23.604 13.528 47 846,132

sees permanent permits as providing more protection to the public, and claims that they are

D O e R DS mandated by law to approve permanent permits if the permits are adequate.

Since reporting of toxic releases became mandatory a decade ago, ASARCO has consistently

Tk s Wase Treament, 5 Arizona have only temporary permits to operate. identified itselfas one of the top five polluters in Arizona.
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higher than normal rates of death from lung cancer; that children living in copper smelter towns
According to the 1995 Special Census, the population of 143 21.01% 56.47% 17.26% had lead in their hl.oud; an.d that heavy metals such as lead, arsenic and cadn.uum were found in
(i (e (Clames Theets fn e Pt n wanen e household dust, soil and air around the smelters. However, evidence regarding Hayden
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household income than the average for Maricopa County. Average for 3 CTs: 24.59% 52.37% 19.41% of deaths in Hayden did not attain statistical significance). Conclusions could not be drawn
from a second health study, so a third study (funded by ASARCO, the copper-mining company
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& poisoning in children and adults, and, despite the small number of people sampled, concluded
CES 1995 Special C: - e of color still mak that only a small number of residents had elevated levels of arsenic in their blood. Despite
ecial Census data shows that people of color still make up a e 5 ¥ 8 . 5 .
Iﬂl’ ARIZONA STATE P atpeop o P positive blood lead results found in some children in the past, none of the children in the third
much higher than average proportion of the population in the Census

o S UNIVERSITY health study tested positive for lead. The authors of the study then concluded that no

contamination was found.

Tracts with TSDFs. Children’s playground in Hayden lies directly up against the plant and smelter.




