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Background

Desert-breeding finches have it rough
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Took blood samples and measured
behavior in the field.

 Used colorimetric assays to measure
plasma antioxidants and pro-oxidants.

 Exploratory behavior: 5 min test using a
1x1x1.5m wooden box.

e Scored actions, flight time, number of
unique zones and pegs reached, and
latency to reach zones.

* Created composite exploratory score
using Principal Components Analysis.
High score = more exploratory.
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* Urban resources (water, food) may
ouffer finches from the difficulty of
oreeding during the dry season in the
desert.

* Behavior is not explained by oxidative
status.

* Difficult to separate effects of time of
day, season, and temperature on
behavior.
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