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Table 1: The burden of water collection in the households

AbSt ra Ct M eth Od S Residence Table 3: Women’s participation in water activities and intervention related activities in
Bondo Township K
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A survey was conducted in Bondo town, Kenya, during June 2011 to examine how attitudes and The field data collection involved three main phases and neighborhoods Variable Description | Belongs an Have attended Have participatedin | Have
perceptions of urban residents on water sources, threats and sustainability affect their participation = . - : Informal Water | watermeetingin | houscholdwater | participatedin
in town-level water interventions intended to increase access to safe drinking water. During the InCIUd_ed both for_mal ar_]d mfolrmal Su_rvey methods . The first , Women (%) : 36.4 86.7 66 63 Ef ;lp Lhilla;tﬁmmhs :E:af]f nttraining EZ?,E’;’““H
neighbo.rh.oods Within the Bondo Township. Data was analyzed using Cross tabulation, chi—square sources of drinking water in Bondo township location. The Women or husband (%) 1.7 0 1.9 1.2 EDZQFE VE SER] 6 s 5
and l.c()lglstlc.regresmgri1 n?elihods. Iiesults of the St}llldy shO\(zlv tha:1 thetmajforlty of grbari rei)s1dents second stag e consisted of a formal household survey u sing gﬂréln:ﬁﬂdﬂ({;)&ﬂdﬂrs (%) ﬁll; ;é [3} g g g Age (%) Eiii 33_5 ;3; ig ﬁg
consider unimproved drinking water sources such as ponds and water from vendors to be very . . . usband (% _ _ _ _ Abovesosn 1571 - = =
important compared to improved sources such as public stand pipes. Households in Bondo pre-d_e_&gnec;l qt_Jestlonnalres.. Th_e sgrvey Wa.S held to collect Children / grandchildren (%) 119 74 17 63 None 143 231 14.6 214
consider droughts and more people migrating to the town to be greater threats to households’ specific qualitative and quantitative information from Vendors (%) 3 1 0 1' 3 2'3 vontion e i == = 3 =
water sources compared to activities that worsen water quality. Results of this study reveal households. The third stages involved transect walks in the Other %) 0 5-3 ; 2-8 2'9 level (%) College 143 308 9.8 107
marginal participation by women in town-level water activities and interventions; only 2.3% of : : : : ri7o ? : ' ' ources (";f;) Jetes of 41 b1 1 0 g 07
women of the total households interviewed belong to a water group, 4.2% had attended a water _urfban, F;e 4 urt?Ian tn ZI %h bOrh(t)I;)d? tOWﬂIShIz 1EOfV6 rlfyl the Source: Author’s field data (N = 307) fl.‘h;‘:m | | | |
: - - : 0 L ' INformation coilecte urin e 1ormal and informal surveys. grieniure
meeting during the last six mf)nths prior to survey, 134 /0 had p articip ated 1m water treatment g L Y Table 2: Time takes to water source, and methods of storing water in the households oriented 27 231 A 321
training, and 9.1% had participated in hand-washing training. This does not bode well for policy Secondary data from technical reports and statistical abstracts e
because v.voms:r.l’s participatior.l in Water interv;ntiqns has l?een shown to ’impro.ve? hez.tlth .outcomes were also used as additional sources of information. * Residence Average ;E:;Zd iii ;; ii : ﬁ;
and sustainability. Future studies will need to identify barriers to women’s participation in urban Rural type PeriUrban Urban cooployment : : - -
water interventions, and ways to increase women’s involvement with the aim of improving health neighborhoods Housing Rent 0 385 36.6 35.7
outcomes, particularly in the reduction of diarrheal illness. Informed consent | Less than 30 mins or water at 6 9.6 9.4 8.3 o ment | Ovnhousing | 100 . . e
» | . o The survey protocol was approved by the Institutional Review walk towater | Abont30 mingtes 352 733 651 556 Sl
Keys words: Urbanization, water, sub-Saharan Africa, women, participation, sustainability Board (IRB) of Arizona State University. Oral informed consent and back (%) | Between 30 mins to 1 hr 111 356 13.2 93 Residence (%) [ Feiwbn | 143 154 244 172
was obtained from all participants and personal identifiers An hour or more 24.7 15,5 12,3 208 Belongsto | Yes 857 538 658 60.
Method water Water pot 72 61.4 58.5 63.9 self-help No 14 3 462 341 39 3
The Probl were permanently removed from the database storage (%) | Bucket 5.9 8.4 3.8 6.0 group (%)
€ rrooiem Plastic tank — Skyplast 10.2 8.4 12.3 10.3 Source: Author’s field data (N =307)
The majority of urban residents in sub-Saharan Africa lack access to Plastic jerycan 11.9 20.5 235 18.6
. . - ] _ i Bottle 0 1.2 1.9 1.0 =
§afe o.lr.mkmg water. This is a pr.oblem set to wors.en. the QN has Key Flndlngs Source: Author's field data (N = 307) | Conclusion
identified the sub-Saharan region as top on the list of regions that Problems pointed by urban residents such as unreliability
will experience unprecedented urban growth in the coming decades. Collection time not changed 4 Perceptions of threat to household water sources plped water supply impact negatively on the management
1 1 1 1 ’ 1 1 ° ° ° ° ° °
Rapid urban growth is already happening in most of Kenya’s cities o chanaes in Quality / bl _ and sustainability of service provision. When urban
and towns. In the .La ke Victoria region, in particular, an urban L e residents perceive improved sources to be less reliable or
pop.ulatlon explosmr? pos:e.s a profounc.i cha.llenge to the' trraticsupplies D :71% E - expensive, they are less likely to cooperate with
enwfonl nr]\centsl susta :O na:llltv Ef La} ke Volctorla,. ;he world’s Iz;I r?e;t, | o e % 2 institutions in ways that improve outcomes in service
tropical, res dV;{atT.L © dy' La e.”\./ICtorI? prowl e.s water z.m SAETIES | E provision. The low participation by women 1n efforts
resources and livelihoods to mi N> OF peOpie In 10 nations. costs [ s = intended to increase access to safe water and improve
Urbanization occurs in both the Lake’s water catchment basin and health outcomes impacts negatively on the goals agencies
along its shores. Because of poverty and inequality, this urban growth Figure 1: Households’ Perceptions of problems with interventions being o . . . . .
, . , implemented to increase access to safe drinking water P N intervening in Bondo township seek to achieve,
largely takes the form of slum proliferation and other kinds of & e e . . . : .
. . . Perceived importance of drinking water sources in & & £ & & H@*“f articularly reduction of diarrheal 1llness. The findin
P £ 2 & 2 = o
informal settlements. In informal urban settlements, residents have Bondo - households' ranking by frequency of use e S . y
. . . < & that households do not perceive activities that lower the
little or no access to safe drinking water or adequate sanitation 4 & _ _ .
services, increasing the danger of water- and sanitation-related 3.5 TP, e quality ot water sources as severe problems needs to be
diseases, - Figure 3: Households’ perceptions of threats to sources of water — ranking by severity addressed through educational outreach and awareness
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