Service at Salado, an Urban Environmental Service-Learning Project

Charlene Saltz, Nancy Crocker, Danielle Taddy, and Monica Elser
ASU - Global institute of Sustainability, ASU - University College, and City of Phoenix

The overarching goal of Service at Salado is to create after-school clubs that engage children
in a local environmental project while performing a valuable community service.
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Semester Overview

2 28  Develop a service-project for the Rio Salado
5 @ Spring 04 « Teach students about their urban ecosystem
g §Z ;;:“::05 * Encourage students to stay in school and maybe even to go to ASU!
H 5 aFalos First Half of the Semester
2 »Brainstorm ideas for service project
0= . - - - »>Write a proposal to City of Phoenix
028 $3 :: i3 et >Learn about Rio Salado/Phoenix urban ecosystem
°88 25 v gE3 o% >Field trip to Rio Salado
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Second Half of the Semester

> Build/Create/Implement service project

»Learn about Rio Salado/Phoenix urban ecosystem
»Field trip top Rio Salado

»End of semester Celebration

Funding
Service at Salado Funding History

Semester Grant Amounit
Spring and Fall 2004 | Nina Mason Pulliam 100,00
Charitable Trust
Sprimg and Fall 2005 | NSF-EdEnLTE $52.200
Spring 2003 Universit £12,000
Partncrship
Fall 2005 and ‘€|'lnn! Nima Mason Pulliam $74.000
Charitable Trust
{3 clubs semester)
Spring 2006 21# Century with
Greenfield School |

http://caplter.asu.edu/explorers/riosalado
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Project Goals and Evaluation Results

Goal 1; The students will be able to implement a sclentifie profocol, explain
the restoration process of the Salt River, create a map to meet the needs of an
fvestigation, tise GPS and otfier £ as

Goal 3: Lean about ASU and earesr opporumities: technelogy, sclence, and park-
SRrViCe careers.

well s write 1, present, and defend their rseits.

+ The studants ware successful at using the inquiry methods. and the new
technologies that wede infroduced

+ o infern neted, *Tha kids really gof into understanding agout
redationships between plants and animals  Also for the jods who use the
‘computer thay really pof info researchmg the animals that inferests them
They aiso demansirated understanding patferns betier *

Goal 2: The students will be able fo demonstrare responsibility in a
working group and positive aftitudes about community service, identify
decision makers in their community, and show an awareness of urban
weology issues.

* Studonts doveloped an undarstanding for communty sence.
speciicaly in bing part of th

“making the community o befter placa,” “thinking of ways to Iurp
olhers,” and “paying aftantion b the news”.

» Nems that specifically showed students gains in teamwork and
leadership were “as a leader being able ta assign tasks” and "asa

leader being effactive in resohing confict”

+ Cine inbarm nobed, */ think the procts really help them in

maww Jeadershup temer and i MOokT theer Dehavior 30 they
anather. They Ty tha they coukd

o sametting fagether and Grve someiing 1a Ine commury

- W ng the “why this job,” students were more ikely to state that
they were choasing the job s a way o help others and animals than for othes

reasons
+ Regarding the quastion, “What will # taks for you fo gat that job? about a
quarti of the students specifically stated going on ta college and about hall the
students mphed Jong b collegs.

+ After visiting the park and learning mare about & from the park staf!,

the students decided upon @ project 1o create for the park. All clubs had

1o propase a project fo the City before getting started to make sure
would be a valuable aadRon to the park.

+ O intern concluded, 1 ik the projects really helped them put info
practice what they were learning from the lesson plans. And. the jesson
[plans reaily prepared thee io put forth their knowledge, feam playing
and lsadership
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